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InTouch Insights

January-August
2023

Number of Messages Sent 43 33 304

Average Total Views 3,163 2,543 2,966

Average Number of
Engagements/Link Clicks & 98 158

Parks and Recreation

Eagle Valley Golf Course ,
For the third consecutive year, Eagle Valley Golf Course has seen another P
outstanding summer as the facility continues to thrive in all areas of the S :
operation. Rounds played are trending slightly above what was recorded
last year, which has driven revenue up. Most events and programs have
wrapped up for the season with only a few scheduled events in the fall
including the Drive, Chip and Putt contest in early August. Top
competitors in each age group advanced to a regional event hosted in
Colorado.

The maintenance crew has been busy as they completed tee box aerification in mid-August and are
preparing to aerify the greens after the Labor Day holiday. Golf Course Superintendent Dave Erickson
has shelled out the area for the practice range expansion.

Recreation

To top off a great summer, Parks and Recreation ended
summer programming with the Zombie Apocalypse Chase at
Carver Lake Park. At this event we teamed up with Cottage
Grove Parks and Recreation Department to bring the
participants an experience like no other. They navigated
through obstacles to find and safely return the plutonium
rocks hidden around the park, while being chased by mad
scientists. Once they completed the job, they were rewarded with a yuammy donut treat (photo of
Recreation staff).

The Recreation Division enjoyed another year of helping with the kids’ activities at Woodbury Days.
Some of the fun activities include a cow Stuff-N-Fluff, building a Lego crane, a coin hunt, and
participating in the Woodbury Days Challenge. It is always fun to see participants from our summer
programs join in on these fun activities while also meeting new friends.

Parks and Recreation staff also hosted a community engagement
activity at Lookout Ridge and the city’s Woodbury Days booth to
get feedback on the playground replacement as part of the Central
Park renovation project. Staff, along with City Council members,
encouraged children of all ages to help identify playground features
they would like to see included in the new Lookout Ridge Indoor
Playground. Children placed sticky dots on pictures of playground
features they were most excited about. It was a fun way to interact
and engage with kids of all ages from the community. The photo to
the right shows just one of the many boards used for this
engagement activity.
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Public Safety

Detectives Combine Resources and Techniques to Apprehend Suspect

In early August, Woodbury’s investigations team, patrol team and Washington County SWAT worked
seamlessly to solve an armed robbery with collaboration, communication, and astute observation.
After receiving a call of an armed robbery, patrol officers worked quickly to track one of the items
taken during the robbery. As officers were checking the location the tracked item led them, they
located one of the described suspects. With assistance from additional units, three suspects exited the
location and were taken into custody. Once the location was secured, Woodbury detectives swiftly
executed a search warrant with tremendous care, skilled observation, and great attention to detail,
which ultimately led them to recovering two firearms along with the victim’s purse. The collaboration,
skill and dedication displayed by patrol officers, detectives and SWAT allowed for this case to be
solved the night of the incident, criminals to be taken into custody and weapons to be removed from
our streets.

Awards and Recognition

In August, Officer Luke Taschuk was honored at a Minnesota Twins game by the
Minnesota Department of Public Safety as a DWI Enforcer All-Star for his incredible
efforts to keep our roads safe from impaired drivers. In 2023, Officer Taschuk made
41 DUI arrests. Later in August, Officers Anna Meyers, Luke Taschuk, Andrew
Mattson and Sergeant AJ Veenendall were recognized by the Minnesota
Department of Public Safety for their work on specific Toward Zero Death shifts this
summer.

Fire Explorers Participate in the Annual Governor’s Fire Prevention Day Competition

— . Woodbury’s Fire Explorers sent two teams to participate in the
annual Governor's Fire Prevention Day Competition at the Minnesota
State Fairgrounds. Our Explorers competed with Explorers from
around the state in seven categories, including CPR, ladder raising,
search and rescue, CMBT (relay station with axe hoist, hose roll, fan
. carry, rescue crawl, dummy drag, and apartment pack attack line set-
up), vehicle extrication, public education presentation and timed gear
donning. The competition was nearly nine hours long and ended with
our teams placing second and third in the overall competition! We are
very proud of the confidence, teamwork, critical thinking, communication skills and hard work our
Explorers demonstrated during this competition!

Community Events

We kicked off August with celebrating Night to Unite!
over 30 public safety team members visited 70
neighborhood block parties, where they connected,
engaged, and celebrated with residents. During this
evening of celebrating, over $3,000 in gift card
donations were collected and will be distributed to
SoWashCo CARES, Open Cupboard and Homeless
Outreach Services Team.

We enjoyed hosting the Public Safety night of Woodbury Community
Foundation’s Youth Engagement Leadership Academy on Aug. 3, and our
officers and reserves had a great time at the Cops and Bobbers event on
Aug. 14!
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We wrapped up August with participating and
supporting the Woodbury Days celebration. Our
support of Woodbury Days included: a booth in
the business fair, vehicles in the parade, K9 demo,
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle demo, parade safety
and logistics, fireworks traffic support and overall
event safety, security, and emergency
management. Through the weekend, public safety team members covered nearly 60 shifts for the
various aspects of this event! We enjoy the time celebrating with our community and helping to
assure the safety of event participants.

Public Works

Fleet Services

Fleet Services hosted an open house Aug. 17 to showcase the new Fleet Services facility. Invitations
were sent out via the APWA-MN Chapter. This covered all state agencies, counties, cities and towns
located in the greater state of MN. There were over 9o participants from the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources, the Metropolitan Council; Hennepin, Dakota and Ramset Counties; and the
Cities of Cottage Grove, Maplewood, Oakdale, Hopkins, Eagan, Moundsview and Fridley.

Upcoming Meetings
City Council Budget Workshop, Sept. 13, 4 p.m., Public Safety Education Center

Preliminary Sept. 27 Public Hearings
1. Meadowlawn Restaurants LLC dba Northern Taphouse Woodbury, On Sale Intoxicating
Liquor License including Sunday Sales and Patio Sales
2. Cottage Grove Drive Pavement Rehabilitation Project
3. 2024 Roadway Rehabilitation Project
4. Lake Road 4-3 Lane Conversation and Pavement Management Project

Other Meetings

1. Parks and Natural Resources Commission, Sept. 12, 7 p.m., Ash North and South Conference
Rooms

2. Development Tour, Sept. 18, 5 p.m., Woodbury City Hall

3. Audit and Investment Commission Meeting, Sept. 22, 7:30 a.m., Ash North and South
Conference Rooms

4. Economic Development Commission, Sept. 26, 7:30 a.m., Ash North and South Conference
Rooms

Respectfully submitted,

Clinton P. Gridley
City Administrator



